
 
 

 
 
 
Councillor Richard Wenham  
Chair, England's Economic Heartland 
EEH Business Unit 
c/o Buckinghamshire Council 
Walton Street 
Aylesbury 
HP20 1UA                                                                

    21 December 2021 
 
 
Dear Councillor Richard Wenham, 
 
Thank you for your letter of 17 December, about the role of sub-national 
transport bodies in transitioning to a net zero transport system. 
 
I very much enjoyed our useful and positive discussion about the key role 
Sub-National Transport Bodies (STBs) are playing in ensuring we not only set 
the right path to a net zero transport system but deliver its huge benefits too. 
 
There is no uniform approach to decarbonisation and each place in the UK 
has its own role to play in ensuring we can achieve net zero by 2050. Local 
and regional level organisations, such as STBs, have a vital role in informing 
the decisions that will deliver the practical changes that are most needed.  
 
I would whole-heartedly encourage England’s Economic Heartland to 
continue to work collaboratively with the other STBs, my Department, and the 
private sector. We want to continue to work with STBs to utilise their 
knowledge and expertise as we take forward the commitments set out in the 
Transport Decarbonisation Plan and the Net Zero Strategy.  
 
Regarding your suggestion of including a representative from the STBs in my 
Department’s Net Zero Transport Board, my officials are currently considering 
the membership of the Board and will be in touch in the new year.  
 
I would be delighted to accept your invitation to visit the Heartland region and 
see some of the businesses which have putting new approaches to mobility 
and decarbonisation into action. May I suggest you work with Charlotte  
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Kelsey (Charlotte.Kelsey@dft.gov.uk) in our Decarbonisation Strategy team 
to put together a potential programme and I look forward to visiting in the New 
Year. 
 
Kindest regards, 

 
 

TRUDY HARRISON 
 

PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR TRANSPORT 


